Exit From Politics
After 33 years of selfless service to the country in politics An-
napooraaiah came under the spiritual influence of Avatar Mehar
Baba and left the political scene: He entered politics on 2-12-1920
and left it on 2-12-1953 with a clean and unblemished record of self
less service to the country for three depades. He became disillu-
sioned with politics and material values. He realized that by remaining
in politics he cannot reform the society and transform the people -
He wrote "The main reason for the collapse of moral values in soci-
ety is degeneration and corruption in politics." Morality has never
been a ground rule in politics. We can never judge a politician by
the absolute standards of ethics.
1 As long as Mahatma Gandhi was alive ethical values were very
high in politics because he gave utmost importance to morality and
spiritual outlook. After him spiritual values have vanished. As an
inevitable consequence the moral standard of public workers has
declined. When once the politician has fallen low in his moral con-
duct it is immaterial to which party he belongs. His personal de-
pravity affects the party itself. It eats into the vitals of the body poli-
tic like Cancer".
In this context "Jana Vakyam" a paper of Kakinada commented
on 12-12-1953 as follows.
"When Annapoornaiah was released from jail in 1931 Bulusu
Samba Murthi arranged a felicitation function for him in Kakinada.
He hob nobbed with the communists. He showed leanings towards
the so-called progressive politics and leftist ideology. But commu-
nists did not relish his leadership. They took over his "Navasakti"
and politely dismissed him. He is an intimate friend of Subash
Chandra Bose. He actually led his Forward Bloc in Andhra. With'
the disappearance of Bose from the Jail, he tendered his resignation
to that party. While remaining in the socialist party, he made propa-
ganda for Communism. The Socialist party declined because it had
fallen into the hands of opportunists, and turn-coats. Finally An-
napoornaiah decided to remain aloof from all political parties on 2-